THIRD VISIT TO AMERICA
of event that was in the papers at the time; most of them were about things I had not heard of, but I found some of the others not only excruciatingly funny, but also very sensible. I should think they were quite likely to have considerable effect on politics. Some of his criticisms were very shrewd, and so humorous that they would stick in people's memories after political speeches or newspaper articles had been forgotten.
The next day I visited Mr Coffin, who was then President of the General Electric Company, at his home in Long Island ; he had a beautiful and very large garden and woodlands in which he took a great interest. It was too early in the year for flowers out of doors, but there were plenty in the greenhouses. For some time an epidemic among chestnut trees had been raging and he had lost more than a thousand trees ; he showed us some of the planks which had been sawn from them, and they were riddled with holes more than a millimetre in diameter. Mr Coffin took me to have lunch at the Country Club near by. " Country clubs are a great institution in America, and are to be found near most cities, but I never saw one nearly so luxurious as this ; it had a magnificent club-house, a polo ground with stables, many lawn-tennis grounds, a swimming-pool, and a golf-club where the annual subscription must, I should think, be a record. I was told that even to get on the waiting-list you had to subscribe for a substantial amount of the debentures issued by the club ; some of the envious critics declared that the number of strokes taken by some of the members to get round the course was as stupendous as the subscription. Mr Coffin had very wide interests: they included etchings, of which he had a very fine collection. During my stay in New York I visited some works where 245